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GILA COUNTY CATTLE GROWERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.OBOX7
GLOBE, AZ 85502-0007

November 4, 2005

Bil] Brake, President

ACGA

14G1 N. 24* Street #4 -
Phoenix, Arizone 85008 !

Bill,

The Gila County Caitle {Growers and their members would fike to-request that the ACGA
and jts Jeadership adopt the following views of proposed inclusions in the 2007 Farm Bill.
We are specifically requesting that at the upcoming listening session that these points
shonld be mised as not-only the reqoest of producers in'Gila County; bat also producers in
Arizona as a whole.

EQIP - EQIP has been a nge success for producers in Gila County, on Federal lands,. It needs to be
expanded to inctude other Federal Lands in Arfrona due to Western agricutture’s siructure.

2. €SP —{Conservatinn Security:Program).is.difficult, if not impossibie. to.quatify Eederat bmds for.

CSP necds to be orade avxitable for prodocers in Arizone on Federal Lands due to rancher’s
dependency on those lands for grazing,

CRMP - (Coordinated Resource Management Planning) needs to be apart of the process on federal
lands where EQIP is being used specifically where NEPA is required. NRCS needs to update
existing CRMP sgrecments with Federal sud State Agencies acrass-the mation.

Orwnership anl/ o conrot of Western watersheds sre fragmented. 1o regandsto resoaeree
management, these watersheds need to be seamless. Specifically, in couaties like Gila County
where there is only 3% private land, all conservation programs like EQIP, CSP, and WHIP
should he avaitahle to he implemented an Federsl Lands

F_‘ederal Land Management agencies receive federal dollars that scarcely make it to the ground that

Lencfit the.tesource,. When EQIP, CSP.or similar progrants .are being applied to Federa! Eands,

the management agency (USFS, BLM) shonld bear a portion of the fanding for those
programs.

Implementation of these points would affow for true Coordinated Resource Management
Planning, Cooperative Conservation, and Shared Governance on Arizona’s range and
agricultural lands.

Sincerely,

David L. Cook
Secretary




